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	3 yrs
	Can match primary colors, names some colors
Knows day and night

Understands “yesterday”, “summer”, “lunchtime”, “tonight”. Simple opposites such as “big/little”

Begins to follow directions with simple prepositions like “but the doll under the table”

Uses words to relate concepts, ideas and relationships,

Practices talking to himself

Knows his last name, sex, name of street and several nursery rhymes

Can tell a self related story or relay an idea

Has a sentence length of 3-4 words

Has a vocabulary of nearly 1000 words

Can pronounce sounds “m,n,p, f, h and w” reliably

Can sing songs

Can stay with one activity for 8-9 minutes

Asks frequent “what” questions

	4 yrs
	Knows names of familiar animals
Can use at least four prepositions or can demonstrate his understanding of their meaning when given commands
Names common objects in picture books or magazines
Knows more than 3 colors
Can repeat 4 digits when they are given slowly, counts to 10
Can usually repeat words of four syllables
Demonstrates understanding of over and under
Has most vowels and diphthongs and the consonants p, b, m, w, n well established. May still have trouble with /r/, /th/
Often indulges in make-believe
Extensive verbalization as he carries out activities
Understands such concepts as longer, larger, when a contrast is presented
Readily follows simple commands even thought the stimulus objects are not in sight
Much repetition of words, phrases, syllables, and even sounds


Here are some language skills that we speech pathologists look for at the ages of 3 and 4. 
These are the ages that certain sounds should be accurate in children.  
A preschool child should be more than 80% intelligible (able to be understood clearly) to an unfamiliar listener.   Age Levels when specific sounds should be emerge and be achieved:
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A speech pathologist isn’t only someone that helps kids that stutter or say the “r” sound.  We help with…feeding, swallowing, picky eaters, auditory processing (comprehension), voice disorders like vocal nodules, phonological awareness (reading disorders), language expression and reception, social/pragmatic language, articulation, oral motor work (strengthening the mouth) and many other areas!  Don’t UNDERUSE your speech pathologist!  We work with little babies all the way up to adults.  
Early intervention is key with helping children make progress in speech and language development.  Here are more milestones starting at 12 months for parents.  All children develop skills at different paces.  These are some more average milestones at ages up to 5 years old:

By 12 Months:

Says first Meaningful word (usually coincides with a clear index finger point)

Begins to associate a word with a meaningful object like “mama”, “bye bye”

Starts to point at objects and people

Imitates sounds and some words

By 18 months: 

20 word vocabulary

Can refer to himself by name

Uses items with its intended function (ex. Tries to talk on the telephone or bang a drum)

Begins to use words like “mine” and “hi”

By 24 months:

Has a 200-300 word vocabulary

Can name common objects

Uses 2 word sentences (ex. Want juice)

Roll plays and imitates (ex. May pretend to be mommy vacuuming)

Likes to have attention on him

Can feed himself with a spoon

Gives a toy when asked

By 3 years:

Can use 3 word phrases

Has 900-1000 word vocabulary

Plays make-believe

Talks about events happening in the present

Takes turns

Will bring toys to adults and peers to play with

Asking questions like “What’s that?”

Matches some colors and understands concepts such as “big” and “little”

By 4 years:

Has 1500 word vocabulary

Uses more complex sentences

Can name colors and numbers up to 5 with relative ease

Can follow some directions with prepositions

Can tell a recounting story

By 5 years:

Can talk about feelings

Has over 2000 word vocabulary

Can follow multistep directions

Has very accurate grammar

Enjoys playing with peers in groups

Asks higher level wh- questions like “why” and “who”

Is able to make up imaginative stories
