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What is my Speech Pathologist TALKING about?
Some of you have asked, “Well, what exactly does INTELLIGIBILITY mean?”  So here are some definitions of what we, speech pathologists, are talking about!

ARTICULATION:  refers to the clearness of speech, It’s the pronunciation.

· At age 3, a child should be 75% intelligible to adults (this does not mean their own parent, parents have an amazing ability to understand most of what their own child says even though the person walking down the street can not.

· Can we test for articulation disorder?  Well, we can, but standardized tests don’t start until age 3, so we usually don’t start until that age.

· A child does not master all the sounds at the same time.  Sounds you make with your lips like /m/ come a lot sooner than sounds you make with the back of your tongue like /g/.  Complex sounds like /r/ which involve precise movements with the tongue can sometimes not show up until 6 or 7 years old.

INTELLIGIBILITY:  this has nothing to do with how smart or INTELLIGENT your child is; it is directly related to their articulation and how easily they are understood by an unfamiliar listener.

RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE:  refers to your child’s ability to understand what is said to him.

· Includes his receptive vocabulary (understanding of single word meaning), following commands or directions, understanding questions, understanding prepositions (in, on) and his understanding of basic concepts like the color red.

· Standardized testing can be done at any age.

EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE: refers to your child’s ability to express his wants, needs, ideas and feelings.  

· This includes his naming single words, putting words together, asking questions, using pronouns, negation, prepositions and verb tense.

· A child usually says his first word at 10-15 months.  Pointing is a precursor to using words. When you see your child using a true point at objects, you’ll probably see a word coming out soon after.

· An easy reference is a child of 1 year is expected to say 1 word at a time, a 2 year old is expected to say 2 words at a time and a 3 year old should say at least 3 words at a time.

· Standardized testing can be done at any age.

JARGON:  Many children by 18 months will try to talk as fast as their parents.  This often results in unintelligible jabber or martian talk called “jargon”.
· It begins at 12-15 months and should decrease tremendously by 24 months.  It should disappear by 30 months.

ECHOLALIA: Repeating of part or all of what another person says.

· It begins at 18 months and should disappear by 30 months.
